The patrons of Europe

Six holy people have been named by the Pope patrons of Europe. Three men and three women;
 one from the Jewish people, vive from the gentile people.

St. Benedict of Nursia

St. Cyril

St. Methodius
St. Katerine of Siena
St. Brigitt of Sweden

St. Edith Stein 

St.Benedict of Nursia

He was born about 480 in the middle of Italy (today’s Norcia), came from aristocratic family, and got first class education in Rome. During the Gothic occupation he studied in Groaning Rome. His Christian spirit could not stand temptations of the world. Already as a 14 year old boy he decided he had to leave the world. But he told this decision only to his nanny.

Before he lived in village parish in Enfide (today’s Affile), but he escaped also from there. Between The Sabin Mountans, Subicco territories, in The Anio Valley, he put on his monk clothes and settled down in a cave. After three years of solitude some shepherds found him and told about him to other people. After this a lot of people made pilgrimages to him. But with the fame world’s temptations got closer to him. Though the monks from Vico castle choose him as their superior, they did not really want to take him seriously. They even tried to poison him. That’s why he came back to the cave in Subiaco.

One after the other he built monasteries for more and more monks who surrounded him. In these monasteries a real monastery family life was going on, he liked the most to deal with the education of the beginners. His 35 years of being a monk was interrupted by a jealous priest and he went to the south. On Monte Cassino Mountain - in 529 - he founded the mother house of the benedictines. He built a church and a monastery, helped the poor, converted  many people  , wrote his  ‘Rule’, which still today is the foundation of western monastic life. That is why he is also called the father of western monastic life.

He died on March 21st in 547(according to other sources in 543). Ever since then his followers the benedictines  have converted Europe, and still today they are educating some of the best persons in our society. Since the 8th century St Benedict’s memorial day is celebrated on July 11th. Pope Paul VI in 1964, October 24th, announced him as the main patron saint of Europe.
St.Brigitt of Sweden

She was born about 1303 in Uppsala, died in 1373 in Rome. Her feast day is celebrated on 23rd July.  She was a mystic and founder of her order. After her husband’s death under an influence of her visions she moved to a convent. In 1998 John Paul II announced her patron of Europe.

St.Cyril

He was born in 827 in Thessalonica as a son of an emperor’s official called Leo. His original name was Constantine, only as monk he took up the name of Kurilos (= Cyrill). His brother’s name was Methodius. Cyril grew up in Constantinople; he lived as an educated philosopher  in an emperor’s court.

Cyril and Methodius both entered the monastery and after the call of Radislav, the prince of Morva, they began to convert in Morva. From the Greek alphabet  Cyril created suitable for Slavic language so called Cyrillic letters. This became a base for Slavic language liturgical texts editions. They spread the Gospel in Pannonia, went to Zala castle and Nitra. They met the prince Arpad who asked them to pray for him and his people.

Because of the liturgy in Slavic language they got in conflict with Bavarian clergy (who used Latin), that’s why they were called to Rome and Cyril died there on February 14th, 869 .His tomb is in St. Kelemen basilica in Rome.
In 1980 John Paul II announced him together with Methodius as co-patrons of Europe.

St. Methodius
He was born in 815. Brother of Cyril. Both of them became monk. Then around 860 they  began converting in Morva.  They successfully spread the Gospel in Pannonia, Zalavar and Nitra.They met Prince Arpad who asked them to pray for him and his people.

Because of the liturgy in Slavic language they got in conflict with Bavarian clergy (who used Latin), that’s why they were called to Rome, where Methodius- after Cyril’s death - was appointed as a bishop. He got permission to say all services in Slav language. He became a legate of The Holy See between Slav people.

The conflict with Bavarian practice revived, as he continued to press for the liturgy in the Slav language. Because of practicing it he was imprisoned for two and a half years and only the strong intervention of the Pope set him free. He died on the 6th of April 885 in Velehard, Czech Republic.

Together with Cyril they were announced by John Paul II as the co–patrons of Europe,
 6th December 1980.

St. Katerine of Siena
She was born in Siena on March 25th, 1347, as a twenty fifth child of Jacob Benicas, wool painter. She was a beautiful child. Everyone called her  by her nickname, and adored her. However her desires were heavenly. . Already as 6 years old girl she had a vision of Jesus and the Apostles over a Dominican church. When she was 7 she decided, she would give her entire life to the Lord, because already as a little girl she endeavored to be perfect. She did not go to school, but she taught herself to read and write at home. 

Cursing hurt her very much. When once her angry mother welcomed her with cursing, she kindly pleaded: “Mother, if I did something wrong, spank me, only don’t curse, it does not become you, and it hurts me.”

She looked for loneliness; she wanted to be only with the Lord. There was one hiding-cave, her favorite place to pray. As an adult woman her parents and relatives urged her to live a society life, to dress up fashionably, and to prepare for a good marriage. She bared this heavily. She cut her hair and avoided amusements as much as possible.

When her older sister was dying she made an announcement: she promised she would not get married, whatever will be. They could not agree with her, but finally she succeeded and as a 15 year old girl she entered a the Dominican order, and filled her life with prayer, with taking care of the sick and engaging in acts of charity. Her slogan was “Pace, pace” (peace, peace).She often traveled to settle  differences and conflicts, and to make peace between princesses.

She often fasted for long periods, and even after fasting she hardly ate. It was enough for her to receive only The Holy Communion. Later the Lord gave such a grace that she did not need to eat, she was sick if she ate. She was a mystical saint.

She was often ill, but she never complained. What she could hardly stand was temptation. She felt, that the Lord left her during temptation. Later when she had a vision, she understood that Jesus never left her; moreover, He was proud of her because she always won. From that time she lived with great spiritual peace.

She took care of the poor; she donated even to the poor who made excessive demands. Her people loving patience was endless. Once when she prayed complaining about the unjust things that happened to her, she had a vision. Christ offered her two crowns: a golden crown with diamonds and a crown of thorns. Choose! One she can wear here on earth the other in the everlasting life. She chose the one with the thorns. She never rebelled any more. 

A lot of people asked for her advice and  help. She wrote lot of letters. She did not write the letters herself but she dictated them. She was famous even in distant areas. During the 1374 plague epidemic she presented sacrificing love, miracles surrounded her, her visionary ability and great power which could convert even the great sinners made her famous in the whole of Europe. In 1376 she also went to Avigno to discuss with Pope Gregory XI  coming back to Rome. She founded a monastery and she took  care of people with the plague. 

She wanted to help to avoid the Western church schism, she traveled to Rome but she could not prevent it: she got sick and on April 29th, 1380 at the age of 33 she died. Her body rests in Rome in the Santa Maria sopra Minerva church.

At the end of her life she was honored with getting the stigma of Christ. At the end of her life she also got the grace that for years she did not have to eat anything, her only food was the Blessed Sacrament. She wrote almost 400 letters to famous people, and she wrote a book on the sacramental life. In 1461 pope Pius II announced her as Saint. Pope Paul VI, after the Vatican Council, registered her among the Doctors of the Church in 1970.

St. Edith Stein 

She was born as a child of a Jewish family in 1891 in Breslau. In 1922 she converted by reading the works of St Theresa of Avila, she becomes a Carmelite sister. In 1942 she died in Auschwitz in the gas chamber. Pope John Paul II announced her as Blessed and in 1998 as Saint and registered her as patron saint of Europe.
Jesus, Mary, Peter, Paul and all the apostels were born a Jew. And they never finish to be members of the Jewish people. But - as far as we know - after the apostels in the whole history of the church nobody was declared as saint who was born in a Jewish family, who was living in the Jewish faith and became later a Christian. So it was a big first step from the church in our time to announce her as Blessed and in 1998 as Saint. 
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